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I stand:-
1. Educating the youth & adult regarding obesity and reduce the risk 
of obesity and related illness in our community.
2. To improve better services and care to tackle type II diabetes which 
is a growing concern.
3.3. utilising more resources and focussed strategy for more effective 
and speedy treatment of Cancer Patients.
4. Try and work with CMDHB to provide more doctors and nurses in 
order to reduce the waiting time at Hospitals.
5. To ensure the resources and assets of CMDHB are utilised for 
benefit of community and tackel any future health issues that might 
araise.
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As the Labour can-
didate for coun-
cillor for the 
Maungakiekie-

Tamaki ward in the lo-
cal elections coming later 
this year, I am a keen to 
let our community know 
more about who I am and 
what has motivated me to 
put myself forward for lo-
cal office, and encourage 
everyone to vote as part of 
this election. 

I have grown up in 
Mt Wellington and now 
live with my family in 
Onehunga, and although I 
have travelled extensively 
in my life so far, Auckland 
is my home and I care 
deeply about its future. 

Improving facilities
I have served the public 

for ten years in Auckland’s 
local government, working 
on improving buildings, 
civil defence programmes, 
engineering research, and 
policy development, and I 
volunteer in my free time 
as a St John ambulance of-
ficer. Auckland is pres-
ently at a crossroads and 
facing a lot of uncertain-
ty as to where it is going to 
end up. 

The state of the hous-

ing market has been hav-
ing a profound effect for 
all of us, and if we do not 
make intelligent plans now 
for future housing and de-
velopment, we are going to 
suffer the consequences in 
the years to come. 

I am concerned that as 
more and more people 
find themselves without 
a stable home to call their 
own, we are going to see 
increased health and so-
cial problems amongst our 
population, and a contin-
ued increase in crime. 

Housing supply
To prevent this and 

hopefully turn it around 
as soon as possible, I be-
lieve it is imperative that 
Auckland Council works 
with the government to 
increase the supply of 
housing and take oth-
er necessary measures to 
shift the focus on housing 
from commodity back to 
fundamental need. 

As for the welfare of our 
communities, it is frustrat-
ing every time I or my col-
leagues in St John have 
to respond to another as-
sault or murder, especially 
when we are seeing in-
creasingly younger perpe-
trators of these crimes. 

While much of the pow-
er to increase policing and 
manage our justice sys-
tem lies with central gov-

ernment, the Council is 
still able to play its part by 
supporting police efforts, 
neighbourhood watch 
groups, and through the 
design of the city itself.

On an aspirational note, 
I would like to have the 
Council do more to sup-
port the development of 
our tech industry, especial-
ly where it links in with 
our universities.

Rich potential
There is a lot of potential 

to be accessed if we can 
foster this, with benefits 
to our local and national 
economy and more tech-
nical jobs for our younger 
generations. 

I firmly believe that 
Auckland Council can 
build for the future and 
serve its citizens better 
than any other local au-
thority in the world if we 
encourage collaboration, 
creative-thinking, forward 
planning, and the use of 
best scientific principles 
and the technology in front 
of us. 

My vision is that 
Auckland can become not 
only a great place for our 
citizens to live in, but a 
model for others to look up 
to and emulate the world 
over.
Patrick Cummuskey is 
Labour candidate for 
Maungakiekie-Tamaki 
Ward

Maungakiekie-Tamaki Ward deserves more

Patrick 
Cummuskey 

ELECTIONLINK

Strong commitment to promote Papatoetoe

One of the most 
significant char-
acteristics of cities 
and their suburbs 

in New Zealand is their col-
ourful history, dating back 
to the early settlers. Most of 
them have undergone vast 
changes in demography, life-
style and environment but 
miraculously retain their 
original flavour of simplicity, 
friendliness and the spirit of 
good neighbourhood.

Among them is Papatoe-
toe in the heart of Manukau. 
Business District 

The suburb is today one of 
the most important business 
districts of Greater Auck-
land, with an increasing 
number of retailers, profes-
sionals, service providers 
and restaurants establishing 
their presence to capture 
the ever-growing market 
potential. Over the past 
three years, Papatoetoe in 
general and Hunters Corner 
in particular, has begun to 
challenge Mt Roskill as the 
‘Haven of Indian Shopping.’

The Otara-Papatoetoe 
Local Board area includes 
the suburbs of Otara, 
Papatoetoe, East Tamaki, 
Puhinui and Manukau 
Central. The Board area is 
home to diverse and vibrant 
communities, with strong 

community networks. 
Improving facilities 

As an Independent Can-
didate for the Papatoetoe 
Local Board and Counties 
Manukau Health Board, I 
am keen that our region 
receives the facilities that it 
deserves.

I am also keen that ethnic 
communities receive the 
attention and services that 
they deserve; and that their 
lot is improved.

As a resident of 
Papatoetoe for the past 14 
years, I have experienced its 
challenges and problems, as 
much as I have witnessed it 
growth. 

I am also aware of the 
growing needs of the Indian 
community, which accounts 
for almost a third of the local 
population. 

At public gatherings, so-
cial events and other places, 
I hear our people saying that 
they often feel neglected. 

They believe that despite 
a constant rise in rates and 
cost of living, they have not 
seen much improvement in 
amenities and facilities.
High growth potential

Papatoetoe is home to 
a large number of Indian 
businesses, professionals 
and others who contribute 
significantly to the local 
economy. 

As a Justice of the Peace 
and Marriage Celebrant, I 
am keen to promote sound 
family values; as Chairman 
of the Hunters Corner 
Town Centre Society Inc, I 

work with Council officials, 
businesses, educational 
institutions and community 
groups to create a more 
congenial commercial and 
social environment. 
Joint efforts

We need to act together to 
reduce social ills. We must 
strengthen the by laws to 
regulate street prostitution, 
violence and make our 
residential areas safer. 

Papatoetoe residents 
should enjoy living in an 
established area, with close 
proximity to the airport, 
motorway, industrial areas 
in Wiri and East Tamaki and 
the sub-regional Manukau 
city shopping Centre, 
Hunters Corner, Otara Town 
Centre and St George Street 
area.

If elected to the Local 
Board, I will work to (a) 
make our streets, public 
places and homes safer (b) 
improve healthcare, create 
better civil and community 
facilities and amenities (c) 
tighten Council bylaws to 
control street prostitution, 
graffiti and other social chal-
lenges (d) facilitate growth 
of businesses (e) improve 
our roads, drainage system, 
parks, libraries, sports cen-
tres and swimming pools.

Narinder Singla is a 
candidate in the ensuing 
Papatoetoe Local Board 
and Counties Manukau 
District Health Board 
elections.

Narinder 
Kumar Singla


